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SUBJt CO FAILURE OP H€ APQHAN QOVERNMENT TO NOTIFY THE 
AMERICAN EMBASSY BEFORE THS ATTACK ON AMBASSADOR DUBS' 

CAPTORS * 

REP i CA> STATE 39739, CB> KABUL 1093 

1% <C - ENTIRE TEXT.) 

3* THE EMBASSY NOTEO IN HOODING CARTER'S PRESS BRIEFING ON 
FEBRUARY IS, 1979 CREPTEL A), THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT! OUOTS 
I NEEO TO CORRECT THE RECORD ON SOMETHING THAT I SAID YESTER- 
DAY WHICH I PIRHtY BELIEVED TO BE TRUE. BUT IT WAS NOT, THE 
SENTENCE WAS* WE DID NOT HAVE* NOR DID WE HAVE ANY ADVANCE 
NOTICE PROM THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT THAT THEY INTENOEO TO RUSH 
THE HOTEL ROOM IH THE HOTEL KABUL. FOR THS.RSCORO, WE SHOULD 
SAY THAT OUR EMBASSY IH KABUL WAS GIVEN ADVANCE NOTICE OF THE 
AFGHAN INTENTION TO STORM THE ROOM IN WHICH AMBASSADOR DU8S 
WAS BEING HELD. DURING THIS TIME, BETWEEN THt TIME OF THAT 
NOTIFICATION AND PRIOR TO THE RUSH. SECRETARY VANCE PERSON- 
ALLY ORDERED tm EMBASSY TO COMMUNICATE TO THE HIGHEST 
POSSIBLE LEVEL OF THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT OUR DEEP! CONCERN 
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TERMS, THAT HO SUCK ACTION BE TAKEN. END WlOTE. *••• 

3. THE ABOVE STATEMENT APPEARS TO IMPLY THAT' THE AFGHAN 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALLY NOTIFIED THE EH8ASSY OP ITS INTENTION 

TO STORM THE ROW. THIS IS ,NOr CORRECT. AT NO TIME MAS 

ANYONE AT THE EMBASSY APPRAISERS Y OFFICIALS OF THE MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OR MINISTRY OF INTERIOR THAT AN ATTACK 
MAS IMMINENT. EMBASSY OFFICERS AT THE HOTEL KABUL, OBSERVING 
THE ACTIONS OP AFGHAN POLICE ANO SOVIET ADVISORS ON THE SCENE, 
REALIZED THAT THEY MERE GOING TO RUSH THE ROOM, ANO REPORTED 
THIS FACT BY RADIO TO THE EMBASSY. «EE REFJEL B, PARAGRAPHS 
13, 13, 19>. OFFICIALS OP THE MINISTRY OP FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
AND MINISTRY OP INTERIOR PROVIDED US-MITH NO INFORMATION RE- 
GARDING THE INTENTIONS OP THE APGHANGOVERNMENT, AND. HJ 
THE CASES OP OEPOTY PRIME MINISTER AMIN ANO POLICE COMMANDANT 
TAROONT (IN THE LAST HOUR), MERE UNAVAILABLE TO MEET MITH OR 
TALK MITH EMBASSY REPRESENTATIVES IN SPITE OF,REP|ATEO 
REQUESTS. (SEE REPTEL B, PARAGRAPHS it, 2«, AND 31.) 
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